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Abstract

Integration of Large Language Models (LLMs) into vi-
sual domain tasks, resulting in visual-LLMs (V-LLMs), has
enabled exceptional performance in vision-language tasks,
particularly for visual question answering (VQA). However,
existing V-LLMs (e.g. BLIP-2, LLaVA) demonstrate weak
spatial reasoning and localization awareness. Despite gen-
erating highly descriptive and elaborate textual answers,
these models fail at simple tasks like distinguishing a left vs
right location. In this work, we explore how image-space
coordinate based instruction fine-tuning objectives could
inject spatial awareness into V-LLMs. We discover op-
timal coordinate representations, data-efficient instruction
fine-tuning objectives, and pseudo-data generation strate-
gies that lead to improved spatial awareness in V-LLMs.
Additionally, our resulting model improves VQA across im-
age and video domains, reduces undesired hallucination,
and generates better contextual object descriptions. Exper-
iments across 5 vision-language tasks involving 14 differ-
ent datasets establish the clear performance improvements
achieved by our proposed framework.

1. Introduction
Holistic visual understanding requires learning beyond

simply content of an image to encompass awareness on
spatial locations of objects and their relations [41]. In the
context of visual question answering (VQA), such spatial
awareness allows better reasoning involving structural and
contextual information contained within an image [8].

Since the introduction of powerful large-language mod-
els (LLMs) such as GPT-3 [5], Chat-GPT [44], Vicuna [11],
and LLaMA [55, 56] that are capable of human style con-
versation, their visual counterparts such as BLIP-2 [33],
LLaVA [38] have enabled novel tasks within the vision
modality. However, despite their [33, 38] highly generic
visual understanding, these models exhibit poor language-
based spatial reasoning [8]. In fact, they fail at simple tasks
such as distinguishing whether an object lies to the left or
right of another object (see Tab. 4).

Query: Describe [x1,y1,x2,y2] 
location in image. 


Ours: A blue plaid blanket 
behind a teddy bear.

Query: Which side of the 
potted plant is the stove? 


LLaVa: The stove is on the 
left side of potted plant.


Ours: The stove is on the 
right side of potted plant.

Figure 1. We illustrate one unique ability of our model: contextual
region description (top). Note the contextual information used in
describing the selected region in each image. Explicitly teaching
localization to Visual-LLMs also improves spatial awareness in
VQA settings (bottom). Color boxes only for illustration purposes.

In the case of contrastive language image models (such
as CLIP [46], ALIGN [26]), recent works explore how in-
jecting explicit spatial awareness [39, 43, 48, 74] can enable
more holistic visual understanding. In fact, [48] shows how
such improved spatial awareness benefits model robustness
in adversarial domains. This raises the question of how
generative language image models, particularly those con-
necting LLMs to visual encoders [33, 38] can benefit from
such spatial awareness specific training. We refer to mod-
els of this category that generate textual outputs given joint
image-text inputs (e.g. [33, 38]) as visual-LLMs (V-LLMs).

In this work, we explore location specific instruction
fine-tuning objectives that explicitly enforce V-LLMs to
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meaningfully process and generate textual image-space co-
ordinates. We hypothesize that such training would lead to
improved spatial awareness in these V-LLMs, therein im-
proving performance on VQA tasks. To this end, we pro-
pose three instruction fine-tuning objectives that unify loca-
tion representation with natural language. We also explore
optimal representation forms for image-space locations and
how pseudo-data generation can be leveraged for efficient
scaling of our framework. We name our resulting model as
LocVLM.

While the idea of adapting V-LLMs to perform local-
ization related tasks (e.g. detection, segmentation) us-
ing V-LLMs has been explored in multiple recent works
[30, 45, 58, 66, 68, 73, 75], these approaches depend on
task specific architectural modifications or treat localization
inputs / outputs differently from natural language. In con-
trast, our LocVLM focuses on a unified framework treating
location and language as a single modality of inputs with
the goal of complementing performance in each task. We
intuit that processing location represented in textual form
would enforce the LLM to select appropriate image regions
as opposed to relying on region level features provided by
the architecture. At the same time, textual form location
outputs promote spatial awareness at language level in a
human interpretable manner, in contrast to using secondary
heads or specialized tokens for location prediction. Concur-
rent work in [8] also explores textual location representa-
tion with a generic V-LLM architecture similar to our work.
Our proposed LocVLM differs with focus on optimal lo-
cation representation forms, data-efficient pseudo-labelling,
and video domain operation.

Our proposed framework exhibits improved spatial
awareness in VQA style conversation demonstrated through
experimentation on 14 datasets across 5 vision-language
tasks: Spatial Reasoning, Image VQA, Video VQA, Ob-
ject Hallucination, and Region Description. We summarize
our key contributions as follows:
• Inject textual spatial coordinate awareness into V-LLMs
• Propose three novel localization based instruction fine-

tuning objectives for V-LLMs
• Discover optimal coordinate representation forms
• Pseudo-Data generation for improved region description

and scaling to video domain

2. Related Work
Localization in Contrastive Vision Language Models:
Foundation vision language models (VLMs) such as CLIP
[46] resulted in extensive exploration into language-tied lo-
calization in images both under dense (pixel / bounding-
box) supervision [16–18, 21, 27, 31, 32, 35, 69, 70] and
weak supervision [14, 39, 43, 48, 60, 61, 65, 74, 76]. Re-
covering explicit localization information within model rep-

Method Kosmos [45] Ferret [66] Shikra [8] Ours

Unified Arch. 7 7 3 3
Purely Textual 7 7 3 3
Pseudo Data 7 7 7 3
Video Domain 7 7 7 3

Table 1. Related Work Comparison: A unified architecture, purely
textual inputs, pseudo data for scalable learning, and video domain
operation distinguishes our work from these prior methods.

resentations has enabled more robust operation for certain
tasks [48]. While our work differs from this contrastive set-
ting given our use of LLM based generative predictions, we
similarly explore how explicit location information within
the language modality can improve V-LLMs.

Visual Large Language Models (V-LLMs): The advent
of powerful large language models (LLMs) such as GPT-
3 [5], Chat-GPT [44], and PaLM [13], as well as their
open-source counterparts BLOOM [52], Vicuna [11], and
LLaMA [55, 56], has resulted in direct use of these LLMs
for computer vision tasks [22, 53]. Alternate lines of work
explore how LLMs can be connected to existing visual
foundation models [2, 3, 33, 38, 42, 47], in particular to
CLIP visual backbones [46]. While earlier models ex-
plored large-scale (millions to billions of samples) image-
text training [2, 3], later models [33, 38, 42] scale down on
data dependency. LLaVA [38] in particular scales down on
pre-training data to under 1 million image-text pairs, and
use instruction fine-tuning [59] to enable human-style con-
versation with visual awareness. This is extended to video
domain in [42, 49]. A shortcoming of these models is their
lack of spatial awareness or location understanding in image
space [8, 12, 20]. Spatial reasoning limitations in generative
VLMs are studied in [12, 20]. Similar failures in caption-
ing (and VQA) models are explored in [28]. A solution in
[24] proposes code-generation based reasoning. Our work
tackles these same limitations but follows an alternate direc-
tion of spatial-aware instruction fine-tuning. Another line
of recent works [30, 45, 58, 66, 68, 73, 75] tackle this by
introducing architectural modifications to explicitly extract
region level features that are injected to the LLM as special
tokens. While introducing extra tokens and layers, this also
separates the localization task from language. In contrast,
we use a generic architectures with purely textual location
information (i.e. image space coordinates as text). Concur-
rent work in [8] explores this same idea, but we differ in
3 ways with, a) focus on optimal coordinate representation
forms, b) data-efficient pseudo-labelling strategies, and c)
video domain operation (see also Tab. 1).

Location Representations: Selecting regions within an im-
age has a rich history in computer vision [40, 57] with
greater focus on location outputs since the popularity of ob-
ject detection [6, 9, 10, 19, 50, 54, 58]. Early anchor-based
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methods regress locations from anchor centers [19, 50],
followed by direct location regression from object-level
features [6, 54]. Recent works explore generative loca-
tion predictions with diffusion processes [9] and sequence-
generation [10, 58]. Ours resembles the latter given our use
of an LLM, next token prediction objective, and sequen-
tial generation of textual location representations. However,
[10, 58] utilize 1000 specialized location tokens (introduced
to the LLM vocabulary) corresponding to 1000 bins uni-
formly spread across image space. While we explore simi-
lar binning strategies, in contrast we introduce no additional
tokens, focus on purely textual representation of locations,
and explore multiple textual location representation forms.

3. Method
Current V-LLMs [33, 38] exhibit weak understanding

of spatial locations within images [8]. We explore and
benchmark such shortcomings, and propose three novel in-
struction fine-tuning objectives aimed at overcoming these
drawbacks of existing V-LLMs. We build these objectives
based on spatial-coordinate based prompting and demon-
strate how LLMs can directly both process and generate
meaningful numerical coordinates in image-space after suit-
able training. In the rest of this section we describe our ar-
chitecture and training framework, followed by coordinate
processing & generation, instruction fine-tuning objectives,
pseudo-data generation, and video domain operation.

3.1. Architecture and Training
The focus of our work is to explore how spatial localiza-

tion related training can improve a generic V-LLM such as
LLaVA [38]. Therein, our architecture and training frame-
work is inspired from [38]. We use a visual encoder, adapter
layer, and LLM stacked sequentially (illustrated in Fig. 2),
and follow a multi-stage training strategy similar to [38].

Consider an image X 2 RH,W,C where H,W,C (=
3) denote height, width, channels of image and a textual
prompt T composed of natural language (asking a question
about the image). We define two variants of our model,
LocVLM-B and LocVLM-L for better comparison with
prior work. We first describe LocVLM-B that processes
images with H = W = 224. Our visual encoder, ViT-
L/14 from CLIP [46], processes the image X to produce
a set of 256 visual tokens in R1024, which are in turn pro-
jected to R4096 by an adapter layer (implemented as a lin-
ear layer). The LLaMA [55] text tokenizer processes the
textual prompt T to produce textual tokens in R4096. The
joint set of visual and textual tokens (of dimension R4096)
are processed by a LLaMA [55] LLM to produce the final
set of textual tokens which are in turn untokenized to con-
vert to natural language. The final natural language output
is expected to be a suitable response to the input textual
prompt, T . In variant LocVLM-L, we use images sized

Vision Encoder 
(CLIP: ViT-L/14)

Adapter Layer 
(Bridge Modality Gap)

LLaMa LLM

Caption: Where is the dog 
located in this image?

all tokens

Tokenizer

Target: The dog is located at 
(x1, y1, x2, y2) bbox.

Figure 2. Architecture: We present the overall model architecture
of our framework which is inspired from LLaVa [38].

H = W = 336 resulting in 576 visual token, an adapter
layer implemented as an MLP, and the LLM from LLaMA-
2 [56]. All other design choices remain unchanged.

We also highlight the BPE tokenization that is employed
in our setup. This learned tokenization scheme may split
a single word into sub-parts (that alone can appear mean-
ingless to humans) and handles numerical text (including
decimal point) as individual tokens (e.g. 12.34 would be
split into 5 separate tokens).

In terms of training, we follow a two-stage strategy.
Inspired by LLaVA [38], we adopt an initial pre-training
stage that only updates weights of the intermediate adapter
layer to align the visual encoder outputs with LLM inputs.
Next, we jointly instruction fine-tune the adapter layer and
LLaMA LLM with our proposed objectives and template-
based localization datasets (see Sec. 4.1). Video domain
operation introduces an additional phase (see Sec. 3.5).

3.2. Coordinate Processing and Generation
Humans contain the ability to reason about images us-

ing image-space coordinates. This is in contrast to exist-
ing V-LLMs that can describe the contents of an image ele-
gantly, but lack spatial awareness regarding image contents.
We hypothesize that injecting LLMs with additional spatial
awareness, through coordinate based reasoning could im-
prove their generic reasoning ability as well. To this end, we
introduce our first goal of directly using textual coordinate
based image locations in both natural language prompts and
LLM generated outputs. For textual coordinates, we ex-
plore three different representation forms:

1. Normalized Floating Point Values
2. Integer Valued Binning (across image dimensions)
3. Deviation from Image-Grid based Anchors
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CR GQA (Acc) RD (METEOR) A-QA (Acc)

NFP 46.1 19.6 37.1
IVB 47.3 20.7 37.4
DIGA 47.0 20.8 37.3

Table 2. Ablation on Coordinate Representation (CR) methods:
we compare each of the three proposed CR variants, namely nor-
malized floating point values (NFP), integer valued binning (IVB),
and deviation from image-grid based anchors (DIGA).

For image locations, we explore point based (e.g. center co-
ordinates [cx, cy] of object) and bounding box based (e.g.
top-left and bottom-right extreme coordinates of object re-
gion [x1, y1, x2, y2]) forms. We next discuss the three rep-
resentations for coordinates used for either location.
Normalized Floating Point Values calculates absolute im-
age coordinates and normalizes with image dimensions to
a (0, 1) range. We use a 4 decimal point representation for
these floating point values. While this representation is sim-
ple and generic, given the nature of BPE tokenization, each
individual coordinate will be represented by up to 6 tokens.
Integer Valued Binning discretizes the absolute image co-
ordinates to one of nb (=224, 336 for variant B & L respec-
tively) bins spread uniformly across the two image dimen-
sions. Based on the binning parameter, nb, each coordinate
will be represented some number of tokens, in our case up
to 3 (less than the floating point variant).
Deviation from Image-Grid based Anchors is motivated
from prior object detection works that estimate an initial an-
chor followed by deviation from that anchor center to esti-
mate bounding box coordinates. We follow a similar setup,
where one of na anchors is predicted by the model, fol-
lowed by deviation of coordinate from that anchor center.
Our intuition is that, given the sequential next-token predic-
tion setup of LLMs, such a two-stage strategy would lead to
faster learning and more accurate coordinates.

We refer to Appendix A for further details on each vari-
ant. In Tab. 2, we ablate each representation format on three
different tasks (see Sec. 4.7 for more details) of image VQA
(GQA), region description (RD), and video VQA (A-QA).
Our experiments indicate optimal performance for integer
valued binning (IVB). In all following experimentation, we
fix our coordinate representation to IVB.

3.3. Instruction Fine-Tuning Objectives
Given suitable coordinate representations, we now have

a mechanism to directly prompt LLMs with image locations
in textual form. Our second goal is to build training objec-
tives using these image coordinates that directly inject spa-
tial awareness into V-LLMs. We propose three instruction
fine-tuning objectives for this purpose.

Let us first revisit the visual instruction fine-tuning
methodology in [38]. Building off the COCO dataset,

Objective Prompt Target

LocPred Where is obj1? It’s at (x1,y1,x2,y2).
NegPred Where is obj2? There’s no obj2.
RevLoc Describe (cx,cy) Detailed description

Table 3. We summarize our three distinct instruction fine-tuning
objectives. Refer to appendix (Appendix B) for exact natural lan-
guage prompts and targets used for training. For illustration, we
use both point and bounding-box based image locations here.

they construct a VQA dataset containing conversation
style question-answer pairs relevant to each COCO im-
age. Question-answer pairs are generated using an LLM
that is fed with the ground-truth bounding-box annotations
for each image. Inspired by this setup, we build a similar
spatial-VQA dataset using images and annotations of the
COCO dataset, but instead of LLM prompting, we utilize
hand-crafted templates and pseudo-captions (discussed in
Sec. 3.4) to generate conversations.

We propose three types of question-answer pairs that re-
late to our three instruction fine-tuning objectives: Location
Prediction (LocPred), Negative Prediction (NegPred), and
Reverse-Location Prediction (RevLoc). See Tab. 3 for ex-
amples. Considering the LLM based final text generation
in our architecture, we utilize next-token prediction loss to
achieve each objective during our training.
Location Prediction: Given an object category, we query
the model to generate a point or bounding box localizing
that object in the image. The object category and bounding
box are derived from the COCO train set annotations. To
avoid object mismatches (i.e. multiple object of same cate-
gory), we first filter images containing only a single object
of a given class.
Negative Prediction: Using the same prompt templates as
in LocPred above, we query the model to generate a point
or bounding box localizing a specified object in the im-
age. However, in this case we select an object category not
present in the image and accordingly provide a target text
of “no such object in image”. For each image, we utilize
COCO bounding-box annotations to discover objects (be-
longing to COCO classes) that are not present in that image.
Reverse-Location Prediction: We perform the reverse of
LocPred here. Given a point or bounding box in image
space, we query the model to describe the object in that
location. The bounding box and object category are derived
from the COCO train set annotations.

While introducing three novel train objectives aimed at
injecting location information, we highlight that our pro-
posed framework relies on training data (i.e. human an-
notations) identical to those used by LLaVA [38]. We do
not use any additional ground-truth annotations for train-
ing. Next we explore how we could augment the generality
of our framework while limiting to this same annotated data.
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3.4. Pseudo-Data Generation
We introduced three train objectives, each utilizing tem-

plate based conversations as prompts and targets. However,
our reliance on categories of COCO dataset limits the ob-
ject vocabulary seen during training. Therein, we propose a
pre-trained V-LLM based pseudo-data generation strategy.
In fact, we utilize our model after stage one training as the
V-LLM leading to a form of self-training based learning.
Given the abundance of only image-level annotated datasets
(i.e. no bounding box ground-truth), we also explore how
an object-detector generated pseudo-bounding boxes could
augment our framework.
Self-Training: Given an image and bounding box annota-
tions from the COCO train set, we prompt the V-LLM to
caption each distinct object in the image. In order to pre-
vent ambiguous object queries, we filter images to select
only those containing at most one instance of a single cat-
egory. We additionally prompt the V-LLM to describe the
object using relational information (i.e. relative to other ob-
jects in image). This process provides us a dataset with ob-
ject level bounding boxes and descriptive captions that are
not limited to the COCO object categories (dataset details in
Appendix C). In turn, we use this data generated by the V-
LLM (our stage one model) to further improve performance
of our framework. We modify each of our three train objec-
tives (in Sec. 3.3) to utilize these image-specific pseudo-
captions instead of the generic dataset level category labels.
Weak Supervision: We explore how datasets containing
no object level annotation (e.g. video classification / VQA
datasets) could be leveraged to adapt our framework into
domains beyond images. Therein, we utilize an off-the-
shelf panoptic segmentation framework from SEEM [77]
to generate pseudo-bounding boxes for selected object cat-
egories within any image as well as exhaustive pixel level
labels (enabling negative class identification). We leverage
this setup to extend our introduced train objectives to the
video domain as well.

3.5. Video Domain Operation
Inspired by the simple modifications to LLaVA [38] in

[42] enabling video domain operation, we follow a similar
strategy of modifying our LocVLM-B architecture to pro-
cess videos while introducing no additional components.
The visual backbone process multiple video frames individ-
ually (as images) and resulting tokens are averaged across
spatial (S) and temporal (T ) axes to obtain S + T tokens.
These are processed by the adapter layer and LLM to gen-
erate the textual outputs. Further details on our video archi-
tecture are discussed in Appendix D.

In addition to our two training phases discussed in
Sec. 3.1, we introduce a third video instruction fine-tuning
stage using a dataset we derive from ActivityNet [23]. Fol-

lowing [42], only the adapter layer is fine-tuned leaving all
other parameters frozen. This resulting model is referred to
as LocVLM-Vid-B.

We next introduce video variants of our three instruction
fine-tuning objectives focused on static objects in videos.
We utilize our proposed pseudo-labeling strategy to gener-
ate necessary video annotations and train both the adapter
layer and LLM to obtain a second video model tagged
LocVLM-Vid-B+. Futher details on our video fine-tuning
objectives are presented in Appendix D.

4. Experiments
In this section, we present experimental results to high-

light existing weaknesses of SOTA V-LLMs and how our
proposed framework addresses these issues. We also evalu-
ate on standard VQA benchmarks across domains to show-
case the better reasoning abilities of our model and highlight
novel abilities of our framework.

4.1. Experimental Setup
Datasets: We utilize the COCO dataset [37] and our

model (post stage one training) to construct a localization
related VQA dataset as outlined in Sections 3.3 and 3.4.
We name this dataset Localize-Instruct-200K. In detail, this
contains LocPred and RevLoc question-answer pairs that
use pseudo-captions instead of COCO categories as well
as NegPred. We define a second video dataset, Localize-
ActivityNet, containing question-answer pairs constructed
from Activity-Net pseudo-bounding boxes following Sec-
tion 3.5. Our models are primarily trained on our Localize-
Instruct-200K dataset. Our stage one training uses CC3M
dataset [7]. Additionally, our Localize-ActivityNet dataset
and ActivityNet dataset [23] are used for video domain
training.

Training: We train our models on 8xA100 GPUs (each
80GB) following a two-phase training schedule. Our first
phase trains on CC3M [7] following the setup in [38]. The
second phase uses our Localize-Instruct-200K dataset and
trains for 10 epochs with a batch size of 64, ADAM-W op-
timizer with initial learning rate 2e� 5, 0.3 warm-up ratio,
and cosine-decay learning rate schedule. Both the training
phases we conduct use standard next-token-prediction loss
used in LLM training.

Evaluation: During evaluation, following standard proto-
col [38], we iteratively generate next tokens, given visual
and textual inputs. The LLM output is a distribution across
the entire token vocabulary. The next token is selected
through multinomial sampling of this output using a soft-
max temperature term of 0.2 during normalization.
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4.2. Spatial Reasoning: A Toy Experiment
We investigate spatial reasoning abilities of two SOTA

V-LLMs, LLaVA [38] and BLIP-2 [33], using a simple toy
experiment. We create an evaluation dataset from COCO
annotations containing images with distinct category object
triplets (only one instance occurrence of each object cat-
egory), where each object is entirely to the left or right
half of the image and two objects are on opposite sides.
The ground-truth bounding box annotation are utilized to
automate this dataset creation procedure. This evaluation
set, referred as COCO-Spatial-27K, contains 26,716 image-
question pairs (see Appendix C for details). We introduce
two evaluation settings, direct VQA and in-context learn-
ing (ICL) VQA to understand spatial reasoning abilities of
these models. In direct VQA, given an image we query the
model whether an object lies above or below another object.
In ICL VQA, before a similar final query, we provide two
example question-answer pairs (involving the other two ob-
jects in the image) in the same format as our query. Refer
to Appendix E for further details on task. We perform the
same for objects in top vs bottom halves of images.

These results are presented in Table 4. Our results in-
dicate near random performance for existing V-LLMs. For
the case of LLaVA, we perform keyword (left and right) fre-
quency analysis on its instruction tuning dataset (LLaVA-
Instruct-80K dataset) to verify the presence of terms left
and right in its training corpus. These keywords are present
in 0.37% and 1.13% of its conversations respectively (see
Appendix F for more) indicating presence of these con-
cepts in the image-text training corpus. In contrast to these
methods, our proposed framework notably improves perfor-
mance over both BLIP-2 [33] and the LLaVA baseline [38].

4.3. Image VQA
Image VQA involves correctly answering natural lan-

guage questions regarding content within an image. We
evaluate our model for Image VQA on two standard
datasets, GQA and VQAv2. The GQA dataset focuses on
questions requiring compositional reasoning, particularly
involving surrounding information of objects within an im-
age. We evaluate on its test-dev split containing 12,578
image-question pairs. The VQAv2 dataset contains open-
ended questions about each image that require an under-
standing of vision, language and commonsense knowledge
to answer. We use its validation split containing 214,354
image-question pairs for our evaluation. For each dataset,
we follow standard V-LLM evaluation protocol following
[33, 42] and report top-1 accuracy metric. Our results in
Tab. 5 indicate clear improvements for LocVLM over our
baseline and prior work, establishing the usefulness of our
proposed framework. The closest to our work, Shikra [8]
achieves performance competitive to our LocVLM-B, but

Method ICL All Left Right All Above Below

BLIP-2 [33] 7 45.5 86.1 4.74 49.2 50.4 48.6
LLava [38] 7 55.1 84.5 36.5 58.9 57.8 59.3
Ours 7 69.5 79.7 59.2 65.4 64.2 65.9

BLIP-2 [33] 3 14.7 17.8 11.6 15.8 16.5 15.2
LLaVa [38] 3 55.1 84.7 36.4 58.2 57.7 58.5
Ours 3 76.5 90.4 61.5 74.1 73.5 74.4

Table 4. Spatial Reasoning: We report accuracy (%) on a spatial
localization dataset derived from COCO annotations to highlight
weak spatial awareness of existing V-LLMs. We query these mod-
els to answer whether one object is to the left or right / above or
below of another object. The SOTA V-LLMs evaluated exhibit
close to random performance. Our proposed setup outperforms
existing methods. Ours refers to LocVLM-B variant.

Method LLM VS Zero-Shot GQA VQA-V VQA-T

SR [4] - - 7 62.1 72.9 -
Shikra [8] 7B 224 7 - 75.3 77.4
LLaVA-v1.5 7B 336 7 62.0 78.1 78.4
LocVLM-L 7B 336 7 63.5 78.2 78.6

LLaVA-v1 7B 224 3 44.7 49.8 49.3
LocVLM-B 7B 224 3 47.3 50.3 50.8

Viper-GPT 175B - 3 48.1 - -
BLIP-2 11B - 3 44.7 54.3 53.9
LLaVA-v1.5 7B 336 3 48.7 55.7 55.3
LocVLM-L 7B 336 3 50.2 55.9 56.2

Table 5. Image VQA Results: We report accuracy (%) on the
test-dev split of GQA dataset (GQA) and the validation / test splits
of VQAv2 dataset (VQA-V / VQA-T). Our proposed LocVLM
improves over prior works achieving state-of-the-art performance.

unlike ours they use VQA datasets (containing similar do-
main question-answer pairs) during training.

4.4. Video VQA
Our model is also applicable to video tasks following

our video domain adaptation described in Sec. 3.5. We
simply adopt the additional video instruction fine-tuning
phase from [42] on the ActivityNet dataset after our ini-
tial two phases of training to obtain LocVLM-Vid-B. This
third phase involves fine-tuning only the adapter layer of our
model. We also explore video variants of our IFT objectives
that train both adapter layer and LLM. The resulting model
is termed LocVLM-Vid-B+.

Video VQA focuses on correctly answering questions re-
garding a given video that require spatio-temporal aware-
ness to answer. We evaluate our video-adapted model
on the task of zero-shot video VQA on four benchmark
datasets, ActivityNet-QA, MSRVTT-QA, MSVD-QA, and
TGIF-QA. We evaluate on the validation splits of these
four datasets. ActivityNet-QA videos cover a wide range
of complex human activities relevant to daily living with
its question-answer pairs focusing on long-term spatio-
temporal reasoning. MSRVTT-QA builds off the MSRVTT
dataset that contains web videos covering a comprehensive
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Method Zero-Shot ActivityNet-QA MSRVTT-QA MSVD-QA TGIF-QA

JustAsk [63] 7 38.9 41.8 47.5 -
FrozenBiLM [64] 7 43.2 47.0 54.8 -
VideoCoCa [62] 7 56.1 46.3 56.9 -

Flamingo [2] 3 - 17.4 35.6 -
BLIP-2 [33] 3 - 17.4 34.4 -
InstructBLIP [15] 3 - 25.6 44.3 -
FrozenBiLM [64] 3 24.7 16.8 32.2 41.0
Video Chat [34] 3 26.5 45.0 56.3 34.4
LLaMA Adapter [72] 3 34.2 43.8 54.9 -
Video LLaMA [71] 3 12.4 29.6 51.6 -
Video-ChatGPT [42] 3 35.2 49.3 64.9 51.4
LocVLM-Vid-B 3 37.4 51.2 66.1 51.8

Table 6. Video VQA Results: Our proposed LocVLM-Vid-B improves over Video-ChatGPT [42] and achieves state-of-the-art results
(Top-1 Accuracy %) across four different video VQA benchmarks. Note the zero-shot setting of all these evaluations.

range of categories and diverse visual content. MSVD-QA
is a similar dataset building off the MSVD dataset. TGIF-
QA contains question-answer pairs from an dataset con-
structed of animated GIFs. For each dataset, we report the
accuracy metric following evaluation protocol in [42]. Our
results on these four datasets reported in Tab. 6 demonstrate
state-of-the-art performance of our proposed LocVLM-Vid-
B, with consistent improvements over the baseline from
[42]. Here we use the LocVLM-Vid-B variant for fairer
comparison with the baseline from [42]. We attribute the
performance gains exhibited by our model to its stronger
spatial awareness (see Sec. 4.2). Particularly in the case of
video understanding, awareness of content at spatial level of
each frame is significant to understand object motions and
interactions [1, 51]. We also report more results involving
additional model variants in Tab. 7.

4.5. Object Hallucination
Current state-of-the-art V-LLMs suffer from object hal-

lucination, generating image descriptions inconsistent with
the image content [36]. For example, a V-LLM would re-
spond to “Where is the cat in this image?” with “The cat is
on the table” when in reality there is no cat in the image. We
evaluate the extent of hallucination in V-LLMs using three
datasets we introduce (details in Appendix C) and the POPE
dataset [36]. Our three datasets, Hal-COCO, Hal-ADE,
and Hal-Act build off COCO, ADE-20K, and ActivityNet
datasets respectively. The first two involve images and the
latter videeos. These datasets contain ‘Is there obj in image
/ video?” type questions per sample, for two objects present
and not present in the image / video. Hal-ADE object cat-
egories contain no overlap with COCO classes allowing
evaluation on novel object categories unseen during our in-
struction fine-tuning. Results reported in Tab. 8 show clear
improvements of LocVLM-B over baselines. We also eval-
uate LocVLM-B on the POPE benchmark [36] that builds

Method VLT Frames Acc (%)

LLaVa (v1) [38] 7 1 28.7
LLaVa (v1.5) [38] 7 1 31.5
LocVLM-B 7 1 29.2
LocVLM-L 7 1 32.1

Video-ChatGPT [42] 3 100 35.2
LocVLM-Vid-B 3 100 37.4
LocVLM-Vid-B+ 3 8 38.2

Table 7. Video VQA: We report more results (Top-1 Accuracy) for
ActivityNet-QA dataset including multiple baseline and LocVLM
variants. Our proposed models exhibit top performance. VLT de-
notes video level training. More details in Appendix D.

Method Hal-COCO Hal-ADE Hal-Act

Shikra [8] 86.2 58.7 -
LLaVa [38] 61.9 53.8 -
LocVLM-B 88.3 75.2 -

Video-ChatGPT [42] - - 50.6
LocVLM-Vid-B - - 68.7
LocVLM-Vid-B+ - - 72.4

Table 8. Hallucination Evaluation: We report top-1 accuracy (%)
for object presence type questions and showcase reduced object
hallucination in our proposed framework.

off the COCO dataset object annotations and report results
in Tab. 9. Our LocVLM showcases similar performance im-
provements on this dataset.

4.6. Region Description
A unique characteristic of our model (in contrast to V-

LLMs like LLaVA [38] & BLIP-2 [33]) is its ability to rea-
son with prompts involving coordinate based image space
locations without any input modifications. Given a point or
bounding box location, we prompt our model to generate
an output describing that location. We refer to this unique
ability of our model as region description (RD). We eval-
uate this RD capability of our model by generating object
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Datasets Metrics BLIP-2 Shikra LLaVA Ours

Random

Accuracy (") 88.6 86.9 50.4 87.9
Precision (") 84.1 94.4 50.2 83.6
Recall (") 95.1 79.3 99.1 93.9
F1 Score (") 89.3 86.2 66.6 88.5
Yes 56.6 43.3 98.8 56.2

Popular

Accuracy (") 82.8 84.0 49.9 86.0
Precision (") 76.3 87.6 49.9 79.7
Recall (") 95.1 79.2 99.3 93.9
F1 Score (") 84.7 83.2 66.4 86.3
Yes 62.4 45.2 99.4 58.9

Adversarial

Accuracy (") 72.1 83.1 49.7 78.8
Precision (") 65.1 85.6 49.9 76.6
Recall (") 95.1 79.6 99.1 93.7
F1 Score (") 77.3 82.5 66.3 84.3
Yes 73.0 46.5 99.4 61.7

Table 9. More object hallucination: Results on POPE evaluation
benchmark [36] indicate strong performance of our model.

Method ZS RefCOCO RefCOCO+ RefCOCOg
Val Test

SLR [67] 7 - - - 15.4
SLR + Rerank [67] 7 - - - 15.9
Kosmos-2 [45] 7 8.67 8.82 14.3 14.1
Shikra [8] 7 10.4 11.1 19.7 19.5
LLaVa [38] 7 8.43 8.73 13.5 13.5
LocVLM-B 7 14.6 15.2 26.0 26.2

Kosmos-2 [45] 3 6.34 8.25 12.4 12.2
LLava [38] 3 4.23 7.26 10.6 10.3
LocVLM-B 3 11.0 11.1 20.6 20.7

Table 10. Region Description: We report METEOR scores for
RD task [45]. Test-B split is used for RefCOCO & RefCOCO+
datasets. Our method outperforms all prior work.

level descriptions focused on contextual information (e.g.
surrounding of that object in the image). Following evalua-
tion protocol in [45] for region description, we extend their
evaluation to three standard referring localization datasets
from RefCOCO [29] and report these results in Tab. 10. We
select the METEOR score as the evaluation metric to ac-
count for variations in word choice in generated answers
which may be acceptable in various cases (e.g. different
sentence structure leading to alternate word ordering). Our
results indicate clear improvements over the LLaVA base-
line [38] as well as prior state-of-the-art. We attribute these
improvements to our pseudo-data based training.

4.7. Ablations
Next we conduct ablative studies on separate compo-

nents of our proposed setup: IFT objectives, location type,
and pseudo-data. We follow the same training strategy as
described in Sec. 4.1 and present these results in Tab. 11.
LocVLM-B is used for all these experiments. The signifi-
cance of each IFT objective is verified in Tab. 11 (top) with

LocPred NegPred RevLoc GQA RD A-QA

7 7 7 44.7 10.3 35.2
3 7 7 45.2 12.2 35.8
3 3 7 46.9 12.5 37.2
3 3 3 47.3 20.7 37.4

Location Type PD GQA RD A-QA

Point 3 47.3 20.6 37.4
Bounding Box 3 47.3 20.7 37.4
Bounding Box 7 46.5 11.6 37.1

Table 11. Ablations: We report top-1 accuracy (%) on GQA and
ActivityNet-QA (A-QA) datasets and METEOR scores for RD
task on RefCOCOg test split. (top) We ablate proposed instruc-
tion fine-tuning objectives to verify usefulness of each objective.
(bottom) We first ablate point based and bounding box based loca-
tion forms to showcase minimal difference across them. We next
ablate use of object description pseudo-data (PD). We highlight
the improvements due to pseudo-data, especially on the RD task.

LocPred NegPred RevLoc A-QA

7 7 7 37.4
3 7 7 37.6
3 3 7 38.2
3 3 3 38.2

Table 12. Video Ablation: We report top-1 accuracy (%) on
ActivityNet-QA (A-QA) dataset. Results indicate the generality
of proposed IFT objectives for video domain training as well.

consistent performance improvements across tasks. The
generality of our approach to differing location type (i.e.
points vs bounding boxes) and usefulness of pseudo-data is
visible in Tab. 11 (bottom). In particular, we highlight the
notable performance improvement for RD task gained from
using pseudo-data. We also conduct ablations for our video
domain training setup and report these results in Tab. 12.
The LocVLM-Vid-B+ variant is used in these experiments.
Our results showcase the usefulness of proposed IFT objec-
tives for video domain learning as well.

5. Conclusion
We introduce a simple framework that equips visual-

LLMs (V-LLMs) with greater spatial understanding, termed
LocVLM. We leverage the idea of encoding image coor-
dinates within language to propose three instruction fine-
tuning (IFT) objectives. This training process endows V-
LLMs with the ability to reason about spatial composition
of images using image space coordinates within text. A data
efficient training pipeline utilizing pseudo-data allows our
approach to achieve state-of-the-art results in Image VQA,
Video VQA, and Region Description while improving spa-
tial awareness and reducing object hallucination.
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