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6. Latency Modeling: Ours v.s. Prior Arts

In the main paper, we highlight that prior approaches [35,
61, 62] rely on imprecise latency estimation, leading to sub-
optimal accuracy-latency trade-offs. These methods use a
simplistic latency model that assumes a linear relationship
between latency and the number of output channels. How-
ever, this approach is limited as it cannot simultaneously
account for multiple prunable dimensions and is restricted
to CNNs.

When pruning transformers, it is essential to model si-
multaneous variations across multiple dimensions, such as
embedding size, query/key dimensions, value dimensions,
number of heads, and MLP size, which cannot be captured
by a linear model. Even for CNNs, such linear modeling
lacks precision. To illustrate, we provide a visualization in
Fig. 5, demonstrating the limitations of prior latency mod-
eling. Specifically, these models only account for changes
in output channels while neglecting concurrent variations in
input channels caused by pruning in preceding layers.

7. Solving MINLPs

In order to solve our MINLP program, we leverage the
method called OA [18, 24] which decomposes the problem
into solving an alternating finite sequence of NLP subprob-
lems and relaxed versions of MILP master program. We
also leverage a method called Feasibility Pump [5] to to ex-
pedite the process of finding feasible solutions within con-
straints.

The entire program could be efficiently solved on com-
mon CPUs for modern network sizes. For instance, when
applied to a model like ResNet50 [30], the entire optimiza-
tion problem can be solved in approximately 5 seconds on
an Intel Xeon E5-2698 CPU. Moreover, in Table 4, we show
the overhead of solving MINLPs for ResNet50 and DEIT-
Base relative to their training times. As shown, solving the
MINLP program is efficient, for example taking only 0.1%
of DEIT-Base’s total training time. Theoretically, as estab-
lished in [41], the problem remains tractable and scalable
as long as the objective and constraint functions are con-
vex separable or gated with a switch variable. Here, block
decision variables act as gates, simplifying the solving.

8. Efficiency of LUTs Preparation

In our framework, we leverage latency look-up tables
(LUTs) to model the latency impacts from different prun-
ing decisions. In LUTs, the inference latency for all pos-
sible local subnet structures are recorded. For CNN lay-
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Figure 5. Comparison in latency modeling between ours and
prior arts [35, 61]. Example with CNNs.

ers for example, this includes input and output channel
counts from O up to their original values. While this may
seem computationally expensive, the process is efficient in
practice. Firstly, LUTs are generated only once to mea-
sure target hardware latency and can be reused for future
pruning runs, with minimal overhead even without paral-
lelization (Table 4). Moreover, our model-specific decom-
position as shown in Eqn.3,4 significantly reduces the to-
tal number of LUT entries, and we further adopt channel
grouping [35, 61, 69] to cluster channels of similar impor-
tance into single elements, minimizing overhead. Addition-
ally, LUTs can be reused across related architectures (e.g.,
ResNet101 shares many LUT entries with ResNet50).

9. Adaptation to CPU

To demonstrate adaptability, we evaluated our method on
the CPU platform using an Intel Xeon E5 processor. The
results, summarized in Table 5, indicate substantial per-
formance gains over prior work. Notably, compared to
HALP [61], our method achieves more than double the FPS
(118.2 vs. 45.9) while also attaining a higher Top-1 accu-
racy (75.2 vs. 74.5). This improvement is even more pro-
nounced than the speedup observed on GPU. We attribute
this to the reduced number of blocks and the smaller over-
all network depth, which make the network more CPU-
friendly. These results highlight the effectiveness of MDP
in generalizing across both CPU and GPU platforms.

10. Pruning Efficient CNNs

We include results for pruning efficient CNNs like
MobileNet-V1 and MobileNet-V2 in Table 7. Our method
consistently outperforms prior approaches. For example,
on MobileNet-V2, compared to UPDP [50], we achieve



TRAIN (MINS) SOLVE MINLP (MINS) LUT PREP. (MINS)

RESNET50 TRAINED FOR 90‘EPOCHS
667(x1) 0.09(x0.01%) | 152(x23%)

DEIT-BASE TRAINED FOR 30b EPOCHS
7614(x1) 7.53(x0.1%) | 320(x4.2%)

Table 4. Overhead of solving MINLP and preparing the Look-
up Table(LUT) for ResNet50 and DEIT-B. LUT only needs to be
generated once. CPU in use is Intel Xeon E5-2698.

METHOD Topr-11t FPSYT
AUTOSLIM [84] 74.0 33.3
EAGLEEYE [42] 74.2 31.3

METAPRUNE [53] 73.4 33.3
HALP-70% [61] 74.5 45.9
Ours 75.2 118.2

Table 5. Generalization of MDP on CPU Platform. FPS mea-
sured on Intel CPU Xeon E5. Ours attains significant improve-
ments from prior arts, specifically in speedups.
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Figure 6. Pruned architecture of ResNet50 on ImageNet.

slightly higher Top-1 (72.6 vs. 72.5) and improved speed
(2.63 vs. 2.50).

Furthermore, our approach focuses on aggressively
pruning moderate or large models to derive efficient ones.
This strategy offers superior accuracy-speed tradeoffs com-
pared to directly training efficient models from scratch, as
shown in Fig. 8.

11. Pruned Structure Analysis

To provide insights into our pruning algorithm, we present
the pruned structure of ResNet50 on ImageNet in Fig. 6,
targeting an 85% latency reduction. The figure shows that
pruning is predominantly concentrated in the shallower lay-
ers, contrary to the common expectation of deeper layers
collapsing due to smaller gradients. This indicates that
when latency is strict constraint, the pruning pattern is in-
fluenced not only by importance ranking but also by la-
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Figure 7. Results of ours with soft masking on ImageNet with
ResNetS0. We investigate the effectiveness of soft masking tech-
niques in our method and observe improvement in Top1 at a high
FPS level. Top-right is better.

tency considerations. Since earlier layers process larger fea-
ture maps and are generally more latency-intensive, they are
pruned more aggressively than later stages.

12. Training Detail

For reproducibility, we provide detailed hyperparameters
and fine-tuning optimization settings in Table 6, adhering to
the baseline configurations. Specifically, when fine-tuning
the pruned DEIT-Base model on ImageNet, we incorporate
the distillation loss from the convolutional RegNetY 160
model, as described in the original paper.

13. Integration with Soft Masking

Recent advances in pruning [31, 35, 36, 39, 87] have in-
creasingly adopted soft masking techniques to retain the
learning capacity of pruned models by not directly remov-
ing the pruned weights. Notably, SMCP [35] integrates
this method into the HALP hardware-aware pruning frame-
work, resulting in an enhanced accuracy-latency tradeoff for
pruned models. Here, we explore the potential of soft mask-
ing to enhance our model’s performance.

We conduct this study on ImageNet with ResNet50
and depict the Pareto frontier of FPS versus Top-1 in
Figure 7. For clarity, we also include the performance
of SMCP [35] and ours. The results reveal that soft
masking offers limited advantages at lower FPS lev-
els with modest pruning ratios and latency reduction.
Nonetheless, targeting higher FPS levels leads to notable
improvements in Top-1 accuracy. This outcome may
be attributed to the Taylor channel importance score we
employed [59], which gauges parameter significance
based on its impact on loss. Though it maintains preci-
sion with minor parameter deletions, its reliability may



Model Dataset Epochs  Optimizer, Momentum, WeightDecay Learning Rate

ResNet50 ImageNet 90 SGD, 0.875,3e — 5 Init=1.024, LinearDecay
DEIT-Base = ImageNet 300 AdamW, 0.9, 0.05 Init=2e — 4, CosineAnneal

SSD512 PascalVOC 800 SGD, 0.9, 2e — 3 Init=8e — 3, StepDecay

StreamPetr  NuScenes 60 AdamW, 0.9, 0.01 Init=6e — 4, CosineAnneal
Table 6. Training Detail.
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